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 Commodoreôs Comments 
 

Injuries are no fun, especially during boating season. 

Iôve been convalescing for the past month after I fractured my right ankle 
during a morning training run. People now tell me, ñRunning is not good 
for you.ò Some days I think they are right. 

I had been having a problem with red-winged blackbirds dive bombing me 
as I ran past their nesting areas. This particular morning, I was scoping 
the telephone wires looking for birds that could potentially attack me. 

I should have been looking at the road in front of me. I stepped on the 
edge of a nice-sized pothole and turned my ankle, which resulted in a 
loud ñsnapò that was heard by a couple other joggers nearby. They were 
kind enough to call my daughter to pick me up because I could not walk. 

You all probably have seen me hobbling around the club with this big, 
black support boot strapped to my foot. Itôs off now and Iôm getting better. 

Whatôs the worst part about this predicament? I wasnôt able to do any 
boating on my bum ankle for fear that I would re-injure it. I usually cast my 
own lines and dock solo, so you can see the potential for disaster. 

The fishing was curtailed as well. Handling rods and tackle while the boat 
is rocking back and forth would have resulted in a bruised behind. I didnôt 
need another injury. 

I donôt know what is worse ï a broken boat or a broken ankle. You can 
ask the crew of Klamôs Chowder, who spent part of the summer boatless 
after their shaft snapped. I know a snapped ankle hurts more and proba-
bly costs just as much. 

Well, there is still some summer left and I plan to enjoy it. There will be 
some good fishing this month, which will culminate with our festive Pig 
Roast weekend. 

Everybody stay safe and DO NOT get injured during boating season! 

See ya at the club, 

Ray 

REMINDER - All entries for the Newsletter must be received by the Cor-
responding Secretary by noon the day after the Board Meeting (first 
Monday of each month ) to guarantee inclusion in the current monthôs 
High Tide.  Submissions are welcome anytime, and early receipt via 
eMail is especially appreciated during the week prior to the monthly 

Newsletter Deadline  

The following members of our SMYC family appreciate your continued 
thoughts, as we pray for the strength to cope and speedy recovery. 
 
John Hurula  
Sandra Kilman  
Genie Steele  
Dave Taubman  

Care and Concern  



Scuttlebutt  

Another visitor was 
spotted on Friday, 
August 1st.  Nita Gil-
meister  stopped in to 
do some catching up 
with old friends before 
heading back home 
to Arizona.  There is a 
real possibility that 
the other Arizona 

folks, Frank & Dodie Trinkl , might not be far behind, or 
possibly our non-residents from Venice, Florida, Hud  
and Patty  might pull themselves away from their pool 
and pop by?  

While the ñOò Party 
was in its 7th hour and 
the celebrating contin-
ued with wild women 
parade waving and 
cruising the grounds 
in, on and around 
birthday gal, Mary Jo 
Haagôs bug converti-
ble, the eight boats 
participating in the Annual Powder Puff Fishing Contest 
for SMYC ladies arrived back in the harbor with their 
captains, crews, and coolers, and at least a few fish.  
The crew aboard Coool Change, Rickyôs Rod Tenders, 
ably guided by Rick Reifschneider , captain and me-

chanic, were very excited the only hit 
of the 4 hour trip was enough to 
score them the top prize. Amateur, 
Paula Modlinski  reeled in the 
money fish, an 14 lbs. 4 oz. King, 
with Betsy Reifschneider  doing the 
netting and getting the knock out 
(with an assist from a pair of needle 
nose pliers), while Dona Cieczka  
captured the moment.  

Holding on to the travelling Fish On/Fish Off trophy, 
SMYC decidedly beat the fishing members or SSYC by 
scoring a catch nearly 2 to 1 in points greater than their 
competition.  Congratulations to our clubsô skilled fish-
erman for preserving the reputation as the better an-
glers, determined July 26th, and for keeping that spot 
on the north wall of the bar proudly adorned for yet an-
other year.   

 

Disclaimer:  All of the material printed is always  
meant in fun.  It is not the intention of any of the con-
tributors to insult or cause irreparable damage to any-
one. If you are lucky enough to be mentioned, feel 
fortunate ï some people are actually listening and 
paying attention to what it is you say and do!  

Although Scuttlebutt has been quiet since October of 
ô07, coincidentally the same catchy phrase that started 
it off then, applies yet againé. 

What a Catch!  

In October we heard 
the news that then 
Vice Commodore, 
Mike Gengler, Jr.,  
avid fisherman and 
sports fan, proposed 
to the woman of his 
dreams, Katy, follow-
ing a Badger game 
victory dinner in 

Madison.  On July 12th the newlyweds, Mr. Michael 
Ryan Gengler and Kathryn 
Ruth Gengler, whooped it up 
with lots of enthusiastic family 
and friends at their reception 
before heading off to the Baha-
mas for their honeymoon.  
Congratulations to both Mikes 
- Jr., and Sr., as well as the 
new Mrs. Gengler and (sorry) 
the ñoldò Mrs. Gengler.  

 

éé.Speaking of whooping it up, with help from party 
instigators, Pat Murray and Bob Smith , and creative 
gender specific cake baking by Meg Ciurlik and her 
use of at least one unique ingredient, plus help from 
photogenic Jerry K., Roxanne Gengler didnôt appear 
to be wasting a minute of the 50+ days remaining be-
fore turning an age comparable in number.  The ñOò 
Party was conceived when it became obvious to the 
Murray and Smith party purveyors that a number of 
members were celebrating milestone birthdays this 
year. 

Thanks to our photographer, Dave Taubman  and wife 
Sofia  for being in attendance and catching this price-
less photo.  Dave and Sofia have been busy with fam-
ily and working hard at staying out of the hospital, and 
finally can celebrate having a granddaughter, just 
weeks old.  Sheôll be experiencing her first big trip 
from the west coast to visit very soon.   



Subject to change  
 
 
August  
Date Event    Time       Contact 
1 1-Man/1-Woman  
   Fishing Contest   cancelled  
2 Powder Puff Fishing Contest  4-9 pm       Jono Hemb 
   (Rain date 8/3) 
4 Board Meeting   6:30 pm 
8 Purse Auction    7:00 pm      Linda Daly 
9 SMYC v Lakeridge  
   Fishing Contest   4 am 
10 Nascar ï Watkins Glen  12pm 
11 Packers vs Bengals  7pm 
16 In-House/Behling Mem.  
               Fishing Contest   4 am 
16 Packers at 49ers  8pm 
17 Nascar Michigan Intôl  12pm 
18 General Membership Mtg .  7 pm 
22 Packers at Broncos  8pm 
23 Nascar Bristol   6pm 
28 Packers vs Titans  6pm 
29-31 Labor Day Events Start 
  Live music all three days! 
   Friday Steak Night  
               Saturday Lasagna Night  
               Sunday Pirate Pig Roast  
30 Badgers   11am  
31 Nascar Auto Club Speedway 6pm 
 
September  
Date Event    Time       Contact 
2 Board Meeting    630pm 
6 Badgers vs Akron  11am 
6 In House Fishing Tournament 4am   
6 Nascar at Richmond  6pm 
8 Packers vs Vikings  6pm 
13 Badgers vs Marshall  11am 
14 Nascar at New Hampshire 12pm 
14 Packers at Lions  12pm 
15 General Membership Mtg  7pm 
21 Nascar at Dover  12pm 
21 Packers vs Cowboys  715pm 
27 Badgers vs Michigan  TBA 
28 Nascar at Kansas  12pm 
28 Packers at Buccaneers  12pm 
 
If you are able to assist with any of the events listed, or wish to 
sponsor an event, notify the contact person indicated per the 
calendar or: 
Debby Schulz 
Entertainment Committee Chair 
debbyschulz@wi.rr.com  
414 403 4023  

SMYC Event Calendar  

Oil & Water  

Not often does our president get any credit 
these days, but since politics and Brett Favre 
are such hot topics itôs a given that one or the 
other gets mentioned, and at this point  GW is 
much safer! As recreational boaters we must 
all be grateful for his signing into law on July 
30th the Clean Boating Act. ñThe law perma-
nently restores a long-standing exemption for 
recreational boats from permitting require-
ments under the Clean Water Act.ò ñThese 
permits would have been expensive and sub-
jected recreational boaters to maintenance 
and operation procedures that were designed 
for industrial polluters.ò (per ESPN.com).  
SMYC members note, the Board of Directors 
strongly advise that no further testing of the 
limits of this exemption be conducted.  Kurt  
and Steve  have done the dirty work already 
for us all, and shared with us their finding that 
confusing gas tanks with holding tanks makes 
clean up anything but a breeze. Donôt try this 
at home. 

As can happen to any one of us, newer mem-
bers, John  and Dianne Conner  found them-
selves in a bit of a predicament, stranded out 
on the lake. Typical of SMYC boaters, one of 
our own came to their aid.   

On Wednesday, July 16th, at about 10am, we 
were out on our boat, approximately a mile 
north of the yacht club, with our daughter & 
grandsons.  All of a sudden the out-drive 
failed & our boat wouldn't go any farther.  We 
hadn't been there more than 5 minutes when 
we saw an approaching boat.  I recognized 
the SMYC pendant & began waving to attract 
their attention.  They immediately changed 
course & came to our aid, towed us back & 
helped us safely tie up to our pier.  The SMYC 
member was John Hurula, along with his 
friends who were on their way back from fish-
ing.  Although we expressed our gratitude at 
the time, we want to thank John & his friends 
again for helping us. 

While some might consider it an inconven-
ience, John Hurula  and many others wouldnôt 
think twice about helping someone out, realiz-
ing that at any time the roles may be reversed.  
SMYC can be proud of their members and 
their willingness to lend a hand, a line, or 
whatever else might be needed, as has been 
proven time and again. Thanks John and Di-
anne for taking a minute to share your appre-
ciation with us all. 

Scuttlebutt cont...  

mailto:debbyschulz@wi.rr.com


Labor Day Weekend Friday August 29 ñMonday September 1st,  

SOUTH MILWAUKEE YACHT CLUBõS HOSPITALITY WEEKEND. 

Highlights of the weekend include:  

 Friday ñSteak Dinner  $20, 6 pm ñ8pm     

 Saturday afternoon ñLunch available by the SMYC Juniors  $  

 Saturday ñLasagna Dinner, $10, 5pm -6pm; No Strings Attached  plays 7-11 pm 

 Sunday afternoon ñ Food Raffles 

 SundayñPig Roast Dinner (Chicken also available) $15, 4pm ñ6pm  

  Music begins outside at 7 pm provided by,  

  Holliday Revue Band w/Jeannie Holliday ( As seen at State Fair)  

 MondayñMorning After Breakfast, Cost: Donations accepted, 8 am -10 am.    

Free dockage for visiting boaters begins Thursday, 8/28.  Hail SMYC on your marine radio for 

docking instruction upon arrival.  

Best dressed male and female pirate awards ñdress up and join in the fun!  

Menõs & Womenõs 2008 Pirate Pig Roast T-shirts will again be available all weekend.   

Donations of new items for club raffles throughout the weekend are greatly appreciated.  

Everyoneõs help is neededñIf you need hours especially, this is the prime opportunity to 

volunteer to meet your membership requirement before the end of the year.  Sign -up on the 

bulletin board by the Ladies bathroom.  

For information or to donate raffle items, please contact Kiki Kilman 414.418.5971.  

Hospitality Weekend Information  

Juniors News  
Remember to come and support the Juniors at our 
lunches during Pig Roast weekend.  Sat & Sun after-
noons we will sell hamburgers, brats and corn. 

Thank you to Gil Bruck  for turning in the aluminum 
cans that help support the Juniors.  Also, thanks to the 
following families for providing dinner after sailing on 
Wednesday, Kirstynne & Ryan Hock, Nowak/Conti, 
Birmingham, Upton, and Steinhaus .  If you have any 

questions, contact Kurt Bruck  at:  (414) 322-6060. 

Thank you, 

Ashley Hock, Secretary  

Hello SMYC, 

This month has been great for sailing.  We were able 
to sail most of the time.  We had one day that we 
learned knot tying and parts of the sailboat.  We will 
continue sailing every Wednesday until August 27

th
.  

Weather permitting we will hold the annual Doug 
Sleight Memorial Race on Sunday, Aug 31

st
.    

We walked in the SM Heritage Days Parade and we 
learned to wear sunscreen and buy more candy.  
Thank you to Steve & Jean Deboer for the use of 
their boat in the parade.   


