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 Commodoreôs Comments 
 

 

This past month we mourned the passing of Ron Mueller . Ron  
epitomized what makes this club great. South Milwaukee Yacht 
Club was and always will be a ñworking manôsò club. He was one of 
those guys who rolled up his sleeves and built this club from the 
ground up. You canôt step on a piece of concrete around our club 
without feeling Ronôs legacy underneath your feet. 
 
I had the privilege of serving on the board of directors with Ronnie . 
He always injected wisdom and insight into our board discussions. 
If he thought something was wrong, he would tell you about it. And 
he was always there to support you for doing the right thing, too.  
Ron  left some big shoes to fill and we will all miss him. My sympa-
thies go out to Barb, Jeff, Jennifer  and the rest of the family. 
 
Now that the boats are out of the water, we can concentrate on 
some of the projects that need to be done in the next year. 
 
Our Planning Committee met recently and targeted several areas 
for improvement. Atop the list are a retaining wall for the west end 
of the parking lot and a new storage shed to replace the two old 
sheds, which are in a state of decay. The committee also dis-
cussed other projects that will be shared with the general member-
ship at the next meeting. 
 
The Finance Committee is working on the 2008 budget, which will 
include some house maintenance projects. Among them will be 
improvements to the restrooms. 
 
Hopefully, we can get these projects rolling and ready before next 
summerôs boating season. There will be many opportunities to get 
your hours in. Please attend the general membership meetings 
and contact our committee chairpersons to get a handle on what 
work needs to be done. 
 
See ya at the club, 
 
Ray 

 
All articles, announcements and photographs about SMYC activities or boating 
will be considered for publication.  Please submit articles prior to the monthly 
Board Meeting (1st Monday each month) to SMYC.submissions@yahoo.com.. 

Grounds Notice  
 

All dock lines, electrical cords, etc. must be cleaned up from your 
dock area before Thanksgiving. Also, please make sure all ladders 
are chained and locked to your boat if you are storing on club 
grounds over the winter.  



  Entertainment Calendar  
Galena Booty  

 
After a three year hiatus, seven pirate wenches revis-
ited their favorite Halloween Haunt, Galena, IL.  Al-
ways dressed for the occasion, they gathered their 
artillery (props) and set their navigational course for a 
bawdy and boisterous weekend.  With Paula  at the 
helm, their course was predetermined with foraging 
first in Cambridge, WI and plundering the vessel, the 
Diamond Jo (Casino), on the bank of the Mississippi 
in Dubuque, Iowa.  Concealed by a veil of darkness, 
the Rybka Sub (a/k/a Suburban) safely landed at 
Stoney Creek (Inn) with the troops armed and ready 
to pillage (shop) their way in search of treats and 
treasures.   
 
Upon their safe return to home port, Dona Cieczka, 
Cheryl Rybka, Debby Brunk, Jeannie Spiess, Kiki 
Kilman, Paula Modlinski, Lois Kowalczewski,  a 
somewhat obnoxious talking pirate sidekick 
(HELLO!) and a hard to ignore chicken, all declared 
the invasion one more for the history books.  

 

Share interesting stories and photos. Submit to: 

wordart@wi.rr.com  

 November    

19 General Membership Meeting 7:00pm Club 

    

 December    

3 
Board Meeting - Member of the Year Nominations 
Due 6:30pm Club 

7 Trim-A-Tree/Hors dôoeuvre Night 6:00pm Club 

 

Submit a nautical/club themed ornament for the 
tree and receive a free drink and a chance to win a 
prize.   

9 Ladies Christmas Brunch 11:00am M.Hemb 

 Reservation required (see enclosed notice)..     

17 General Membership Meeting 7:00pm Club 

    

 January 2008    

7 Board Meeting 6:30pm Club 

19 INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS    Club 

 (Januaryôs Gen. Membership Mtg.)   

 Reservations required   

 5:30 ï 6:30 Cocktails    

 6:30 ï Dinner & Installation of Officers    

 8:00 ï Live Music/Dancing     

    

Have a new idea for a club event you'd like to sponsor, or a date  

in mind to reprise an entertaining activity previously enjoyed?  

Make a plan to earn manpower hours to post to your account!  

    

Please contact Paula 262.679.9076 or email to wordart@wi.rr.com  

Care and Concern  
The following members of our SMYC family appreci-
ate your continued thoughts, as we pray for their 
strength to cope and recover. 
 
Kathy Bruck 
Del Green 
Sandra Kilman 
Dave Pasniak 
Jan Ruggles 
Genie Steele 

Barb Mueller & Family 
Ken Federman Family 
Eugene & Ruth Fischer Family 
 
Maybe you sent a card or flowers, perhaps a gift or a 
warm hug, maybe you phoned or said a much needed 
prayer.   Whatever you did, please know that your 
good wishes are greatly appreciated at this time.  
The Kenneth Kilman Family 



Kenneth A. Federman  
  
Former South Milwaukee Yacht Club member 
Kenneth A. "Kenny" Federman  died Oct. 30 at 
the age of 72.  He owned and operated State 
Wide Security Systems while living in South Mil-
waukee, and Ken's Guns and Repair in Pearson, 
WI, where he made his home.  He also was a 
retired electrician from Cudahy Tanning.  Ken  
was preceded in death by his wife Christine .  
Survivors include daughters Teresa "Teri" 
Hunter , Diana Nersesian  and Laura (Jay) Bu-
lanek ; a brother; grandchidren and great-
grandchildren. 
 
Ronald J. Mueller  
 
Past Commodore and Life Member Ronald J. 
Mueller  died of a heart attack while working at 
the yacht club during haul-out day October 13.  
He was 69.  Ron  served as Commodore in 1977 
and 1978, and also held numerous other board 
positions throughout his many years with the 
club.  He was named Member of the Year in 
1976 and 

1979-80.  Ron  was the former owner and opera-
tor of a redi-mix business Mueller Concrete 
Corp., from 1979-1989.  He served in the Marine 
Corps Reserves, and in Korea with the U.S. 
Army.  He was presently serving on the South 
Milwaukee Board of Appeals.  He and wife Bar-
bara  celebrated their 43rd wedding anniversay 
Sept. 12.  In addition to her, he is survived by son 
and daughter-in-law Jeff  and Diane Mueller , 
daughter Jennifer Mirenda , grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. 

Obituaries  

 


